MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
the other States under his hegemony. But his object had been
simply to safeguard Italy. With this purpose in view he had sup.
ported the Visigoths against the Franks, and had saved diem from
being completely crushed after the battle of Vouille; in 509 he
made Clovis surrender Provence to him, and in 523 he intervened
in order to prevent the Franks from destroying Burgundy.1
Far from conciliating the Prankish kings, his policy had made
the Merovingians his implacable enemies.
If Byzantium did not intervene in order to prevent Theodoric
from establishing himself so firmly in Italy, this was because she
did not feel strong enough to do so. She had tolerated the occu-
pation of Italy, and had maintained peaceful relations with
Theodoric, but she had not accepted the accomplished fact.
In the Franks, Byzantium was soon to find natural allies against
the Ostrogoths.
In 526 Theodoric died. Like a Roman Emperor,2 and in absolute
opposition to the Germanic custom, he had appointed his suc-
cessor on his death-bed; his grandson Athalaric, aged ten, who was
to reign under die regency of his mother Amalasontha,
The latter assumed power only with the consent of Justinian,
and on this occasion she treated Justinian with such deference that
he may perhaps have felt that it would be possible to secure the
return of Italy to the Empire without drawing the sword,
It was therefore against the Vandals that Justinian directed his
offensive. In 533, in a single campaign, Belisarius triumphed over
the usurper Gelimcr, who then occupied the throne, and took
possession of the whole coast of Africa as far as Ccuta.
Justinian made haste to re-establish a limes there. For the rest, he
immediately took over the government of the country, in which
the entire Roman administrative system had been preserved.
The Vandals did not react against their defeat. They became
submerged at once in the mass of the Roman population, and they
never again caused any trouble.
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